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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 211664 

60 

ORIGIN AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /009 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/C: JSBLODGETT 
APPROVED BY AF/C: TBUCHANAN 
AF/EX: MRYAN (SUBS) 

124553 

O 252242Z AUG 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 21 1664 

STADIS ;//////////////////////////////////// 

FOR CHARGE 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: ACOM, CM 

SUBJECT: WATTS DEMARCHE 

REF: YAOUNDE 3132 

1 . STRICTLY SPEAKING, LINK BETWEEN OUR NEED FOR WATTS AND 
SECRETARY'S AFRICAN INITIATIVES IS TENUOUS AT BEST. SEARCH 
FOR WATTS CONSIDERABLY PREDATES LUSAKA SPEECH. DEPT SUG- 
GESTS YOU SOFT-PEDAL THAT APPROACH IN YOUR NOTE TO FONMIN. 

2. YOU CAN SAY THAT WATTS RELAY FACILITY IS VITAL PART OF 
OUR EFFORTS TO UPGRADE OUR DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS NET- 
WORK IN AFRICA. TO MEET INCREASED NEED FOR SPEED AND EFFIC- 
IENCY GENERATED BY GROWING U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA. 

3. IN VIEW OF OUR GENERALLY WELL-KNOWN CLOSE TIES WITH SUCH 
COUNTRIES AS ZAIRE AND GABON, CAMEROON WOULD BE MORE CRED- 
IBLY CHARACTERIZED AS QUOTE ONE OF MOST FRIENDLY COUNTRIES 
IN REGION UNQUOTE, RATHER THAN FRIENDLIEST. KISSINGER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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